and 5).
The Slovak Republic is highly centralised, and the share of subnational expenditure is lower than the OECD average for most large categories of spending (total expenditure, investments, staff expenditure, public procurement). The share of SNG debt in total public debt is also way smaller ( Figure 6 ). Subnational governments also have a very small share of revenues from taxes ( Figure 7 ), which is compensated by a high reliance on transfers from the central government. Slovakia employs inter-municipal co-operation to increase efficiency of public service provision. "Joint municipal offices" involve the voluntary association of two or more municipalities or the purposes of managing functions delegated from the state. These offices are "headquartered" in a single municipality, but serve multiple participating municipalities. They are frequently (but not always) multi-purpose offices performing functions in a number of different domains. As of May 2014, there were 233 JMOs in Slovakia implementing co-ordination arrangements covering 21 different domains, mostly focusing on public service provision. Cross-jurisdiction co-ordination for capital investment may result not only through JMOs, but also through medium-term strategic planning processes for regional Programmes of Social and Economic Development which bring together stakeholders in the region, including local governments.
Vertical co-ordination:
The National Strategy for Regional Development, co-ordinated by the Ministry of Transportation, Construction and Regional Development, acts as an vertical co-ordination instrument for regional development, as its elaboration is expected to involve sub-national actors and it priorities are expected to be reflected in Programmes for Economic and Social Development articulated at the regional and local levels. To date there has been a lack of financial resources clearly dedicated to its implementation. Such financing is envisaged for the implementation of the updated National Strategy for Regional Development currently under government review.
Performance monitoring:
In the Slovak Republic, according to the government's rules of procedure, all documents submitted to the government must include an evaluation of impacts in five main areas: 1) public budgets; 2) business environment; 3) social impacts; 4) environment; and 5) the "informatisation" of the society. However, while the formal obligation to conduct RIA has been in place since 2001, with major modifications added in 2008 and again in 2010, it does not seem to be complied with as a general rule. The "Unified methodology for the assessment of selected impacts", the government resolution setting the rules for conducting impact assessments of legislative and non-legislative documents, was amended in January 2015 with the aim to improve the RIA process. This resolution changed the methodology structure and introduces mandatory consultations with businesses (or their associations) as a firm part of the RIA process whenever the proposal has potential impacts on the business sector. A new Permanent Working Committee of the Legislative Council of the Slovak Republic for Assessing Selected Impacts was also set up in October 2015. This should strengthen the process of quality control over the impact assessments submitted to the government.
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